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DAYLIGHT saving, increased railroad
fares to suburban places and the

growing congestion in the city combine
to drive more and more urban dwellers
to the great city parks for their recreation.The New York Zoological Society's
collection in the Bronx, commonly known
as the Bronx Zoo, this year has drawn
more visitors than ever in its history.
And rightly so. Not only is it the largest,most complete and best classified assemblageof wild animals in the world
but it has gained in the last few years.
despite the world war.many notable ad-
ditions. The following story tells how
the collection has increased and outlines
some of its striking features.

By HERBERT ASBURY.
THE encyclopaedias and the scientific

dictionaries say that the Giant AntEateris a prominent member of the

family Myrmecophagidae, but the keepers at

the New York Zoological Park, whV-h is the

Aressup name for the Bronx Z<^>, do not

care for such long and frightful words and
have named him Henry. They usually refer
to him as Zip's cousin, because his head
bears a remtirkable resemblance to that of
the circus's most celegrated freak, particularlythat portion of it behind he ears. Like

Zip's head, the head of the ant-eater runs

to a point and is set off by small, upstandingand pointed ears, and, like Zip's also, it
has a marvellous fascination for the beholder.
But the crowds which visit the Zoo- and

incidentally these crowds are breaking all
records for attendance this summer.stand

open mouthed in WOrider around the anteater's[*>n and call him THAT, to the disgustof the small boys and girls who have

seen the animal's picture in their natural

history books and know quite a lot aibout
him. Still, the commonest remark heard in

that part of the Zoo is:
"What on earth is THAT?"
Well, to begin with, THAT is one of the

most interesting and perhaps the rarest

in captivity of all the animals that are

penned in Bronx Park for the education
and amusement of New Vork and New
York's country cousin. The Zoo authoritieshad been trying for years to obtain an

ant-eater for exhibition, and they counted
themselves extraordinarily fortunate when

they suoceded in purchasing one a few
months ago for a few hundred dollars. The
animal is very seldom seen, either in captivityor In a wild state, because while It is
distributed throughout Central and South
America it is nowhere abundant, it lives
along Uhe rivers and in the low, swampy
avannns and the depths of the primeval

forests where man cannot penetrate nnd
ll\ e

While /I/its Are His Special Diet.
He Disdains the American Variety

The keepers at the Zoo say that so far
as they have been able to learn the one

that paces back and forth along a worn

pain in me rear 01 tne repine nouw in

Hmnx l*ark is the only one In captivity
anywhere, and It la not likely that It will
live many yeara. The rarity of the creature
la well illustrated by the fact that one of
the principal animal dealer* In the I'nlted
States, a man who haa aupplled many of
the rare specimen* In the Hronx and LondonZoos, haa offered the Zoo probably
12.000 for It The London Zoo probably
would buy It for .*e\eral tlmea that amountToone not particularly veraed In natural
htntorv or the reaaona that Nature may
have had for doing varioua things. the anteaterappeara to lie one of those experiment*that started out well, petered
out toward the end and then as a wholo
turned out poorly and was abandoned,
living the product In a wofully unfinished
late There seem* to he no reason at

all for the ant-eater. He eats nothing but
ants In his wild state, yet It would seem

that anta have a hard enough time as It is.
with all the life of the world stepping
and trampling on them, without the creation
of an animal that does nothing but devour
them. Ntlll, New York ants are safe from
the ant eater at the Zoo. because he has
been offered them as a diet and he has reIumiIthem Indignantly. If he cannot have
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hia pet South and Central American anta he
will have no ante at all.
The ant-eater in Bronx Park la a full

Krown, remarkably flne specimen. about four
feet Ion* and two feet hlich at the shoulder,
with a tall almoat aa long aa Ita body, which
It uses as a blanket when It sleeps. It does
not burrow like the armadillos and the
sloths and others of its family. It sleeps in
the open, and when It reposes Itself for
slumber It curls Its tall up over its body so

that It is covered exception for the snout.
Anyone who admires the thrifty and Industrioushabits of the ant cannot help hut
wish that it would sometimes lie down art
an ant hill and net Its long fur tilled with
them and Itch for evermore.
The feet of the animal appear to be

shaped somewhat like those of the lion,
with pads, but with no claws excepting
two anterior oneH. These are long and
sharp, and to protect them the ant-eater
walks on the outer edge of Its feet
causing a peculiar swaying and tinunsteadysort of locomotion that neverthelessgets It over the ground with considerablespeed. The claws are used for
digging Into ant hills and turning up logs
a nil alnnoa 11 n/lne tt'hinK ihn ontu htlCP fiflinA

to pet whnt protection they might from the
beasts that seek to devour thpm.
Thp methods of the ant-eater in obtainingits prey are somewhat similar to those

of the Iohldna, a curious Australian mammal
which Is the only mammal besides the
platylus which lays an egg nnd then nurses

its young after hatching them. The specimenat the Zoo died recently. The snout
of the ant-eater Is some two feet long, and
It has a tongue that measures at least three
feet. This tongue is covered with a sweet,
glutinous saliva to which the ants rltng
when t'he tongue Is poked down an ant
holp nnd the ants run to protect the damagedpart of their dwelling. Then the ants
are drawn into the ant-eater's mouth and
devoured.

What the Ant-Eater Eats
Since He Refused to Eat Ants

The ant-eater at the Zoo, having turned
away In disgust from the colony of ants
that was Imported into his pen and placed
r<-aoy ior ni>- mr»i». rprpivra mnrr icon.

After Home difficulty the Zoo keeper* persuadedhim to eat soft trolled eggs, milk and
beef chopped very One. Ita usual meal Is
six eggs, a quart of milk and a pound of
chopped beef. It cannot possibly chew anything.because the opening of Its mouth Is

only large enough for Its long, rapter-llke
tongue to emerge, and it has no teeth. What
it doe* with Its three foot tongue at such
times as It Is not using It to explore ant
hills Nature only knows. Probably It Is
curled up In Its head In the place where
the hraln ought to be, as the animal In
Hronx Park has never done anything to
suggest that it might have a brain, even a

tiny one. The people who call it THAT appearto have given It an appropriate name.
John H. Toomey, who has been head

keeper at the Bronx Zoo tor many years
and who knows virtually all there Is to
know about the animals there, said the other
day that this last year had been the best
In the history of the Zoo, both In new acquisitionsand In interest on the part of the
public. Kvon with summer only beginning.
people are flocking to the Bronx Park Zoo
In larger numbers than they ever have In
previous years. \
Two or three Sundays agv> the turnstiles

at the entrances recorded 72,600 persons
who entered the park, and the Sunday after
that there were 65,000. These are easily
the record Sundays, hut the authorities of
the Zoo believe that when New Yorkers gen-
erslly know more about the many new anl-
mala on exhibition, and when the park going
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habit become h little more firmly fixed, even
theee record* will be broken.
During the pant year the Zoo hud add".I

to It* collection more animal* and bird* and
tnake*. probably, than have I* > n added in

iiny previoua five yeara. Not only have many
upeclmen* l)een purrhared from animal dealer*who reattm- d their utlvltle* a* *oon a

the war with tnrmany was ovei tmt mam
other* have lieen added a* the re*ult of
trade* with the London Zoo and with /.no

»nd menagerie* on the Kurofiean continent
und In the I'nlted Htate*. A nnmiM-r hate
tieen horn to tli already In tin Zoo anion.

them an Amernan buffalo a * ik. a whi:«
tailed Virginia deer, a Rocky Mountain
«heep. n plgtm hlppopotamn* the latter
rare animal and th< onlv one horn In the
I'nlted State*, two or three Indian axl*
leer, a red European deer, two new aebra*.
several new kangaroo* and .< wore or m« r.

In addition to nil these new animal wonjersthe Hrnnx 7.<<n Is expecting nonr. an

other shipment from I<ondon In exchang*
for American snakes <nd animals. which
will include that rarest of nil snakea 11.
Kin* Cohra. the dreaded hoo<l< <l -ruii <

India, the deadliest reptile In the world
The Zoo has one specimen of the hooded
robra, n fine oiip. and It In the one snake in
the roptlle house that the kee|M rs will take
no liberties with It I* with difficult: tli
the snake Is fed. he< iiusr It Is so alert and
»o vicious that It Is very dangerous to open
the door of Its den.
But In spite of the danker the snake miiM

f>at to keep alive, and Its den must he
cleaned. The head keeper therefore he*
rhrged up a sliding panel and a drop .1 m <

the den. through whir h the reptile
usually a smaller and leas deadly snake.
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<!niji|» il. Then, while the cobra is busy wit
it* prey the keeper plunges in an arm, hur
riedlv swabs the walls and floors of th" d< n

ehanges thp water and retires.
There is probably nothing that Uvea in

thp world that la so deadly as thp hooded
cobra. Kven If one had the curative nemo,
tor snake poison in one's pocket, it is doubtfulIf it could tic Injected in time to prevent
the paralysis of the nervous system that
follow-- the winking of the reptile's fang«
into th< ticah. The bite of the cobra has
been known to kill in leaa than two minutes

Naturalists way that there la only on<

living animal that will fight and kill thr
cobra although, of course, In rare Instanceelephantsand horses have trampled them tc
loath tieforo they could use their fangs
That ;tiiirn^I 1s the Indian mongoose. and «

ftn«- s|>< imrn la caged In the reptile hous»
alni '-l directly across the room from It*
mortal enemy the cobra. Whether the mon
goose Ik Immune from the bite of the snak'
|x n"- known. Probably It Is. At any raft
tv little animal, rcaembllng and about the
sU- of the ordinary American gray squirrel
leap* at the cobra the Instant he seen th«
snake and almost Invariably kills It.

In India, owing to religious beliefs of thf
majority of that country's inhabitants, noth
tin that IIve« can tie put to death by humar
hands So the mongoose has become thr
mo- valuable household pet of the Indian*
of flu ountry districts and of the village"
that lie near the Jungle In which the cobra
lurks.

not her animal In the reptile house which
is much used as a pet In Its native country
is tin blue tongued lizard from Australia
sevral specimens of which are In the der
with the tilla Monster, the only lizard known
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to be poisonous. These reptiles have
tongues as blue as indigo, and, according to
Head Keeper Toomey, they are very good
things to have around the house. They make
docile and affectionate pets, crawling al!
over one and kissing at the slightest provocation.To those who like to be kissed by a

lizard they are recommended as being better
and more affectionate even than the chame-
leons which had such a vogue a few years
ago. They are better than cats to prevent
the house being overrun with mice, ants
and roaches. i

One of the finest snakes in the reptile
house tills year is tne twenty root pytnnn
which Ilaymond L. Ditmars, curator of the
reptiles department at the Zoo. bought from t

an animal dealer on the Bowery some <

months ago for n few dollars. The snake
was in Its annual torpor, weighted and
wearied by three layers of old skin on its f

body which should have been removed, and '

the animal dealer thought It was dead. He '
therefore pitched it. twenty feet of sudden
death and destruction, into the garbage can '

at the rear of his store, where it lay for '

several days, perfectly at liberty If it had f

felt inclined to crawl from the can and 1

start on a tour of the Bowery.
Dr. Ditmars heard of the snake and went

to see it. He knew at once that the snake
was only sick and was not dead and believed
it would be all right if its skins were re- '

moved and it was fed. He bargained for it '

and bought it, and the next day Head '

Keeper Tonmey set to work with Ills assist- '

ants. They removed three layers of skin, '

bathed the snake in warm water and it 1

began to move. Two or three days later it
ate a young pig weighing six pounds, and
now It Is as healthv and as robust as any
snake in the Zoo. At lis last feeding n few

t
days aico It at'- a thirty pound pig ana

xpompd to want more.

Many Rare and Beautiful Specimens
To Be Added to the Bird House Exhibit

The shipment which I* coming from the
London Zoo noon will also Include a numberof rare birds, which will lie added to
the numerous rare specimens already In the
bird house. across from the dene of the
lions and the tigers and near the pool of
the sea lions The bird house has already
received several unusual specimens this
year, probably the most important being the

, I'rlnce Rudolph bird of paradise, which cost

, $1,700 and Is valued at a (treat deal more

, than that, and the six plumed bird of parn,dlse, several Immature specimens of which
are on exhibition.

L One of the animals of which tic keepers of

for which they have the most affection is
the little koala liear from Australia, a Very
rare animal In captivity but plentiful enough
In the forests of the Island continent Thi
animal Is only thirty-two Inches tall when
full crown, and Is so covered with dark
fuzzy fur that he looks more like a Toddy
hear than the Teddy bears for sale at most
stores. There has never been a child who
has seen the koala that didn't try for the
little Teddy hear, and the animal Is so tame
that he would really make a very good pet.
This little creature probably has the bt <d

disposition of any animal In the Zoo with tin
exception of Henpecked Charley and Windy,
over In the monkey house.
Henpecked Charley and Windy are two of

the Institutions of the Zoo. Windy has been
there almost since the beginning of it. and
Charley Is almost as old The former, an

aged chimpanzee and wise, is wrinkled and
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philosophical, and long ago learned to aeeppt
the fate that madn him a captive and makes
the best of it. He is tame, he loves prunes,
and he will do anything that Dick Spicor.the
head keeper of the monkey house, tells him
to do. It is Windy who poses for the Interestingphotographs of the monkey tea
parties and who helps .Susie when she enterainsher friends of the monkey house at tea.
Henpecked Charley is usually to be found

hiding in the big monkey rage outside the
house proper. The keepers seem to be the
inly friends that Charley has in the world.
He Is downtrodden and abused by the othe^
monkeys In his rage, and when he gets his
food he doesn't even learn how it tastas.
inless he swallows It whole and quickly one
>f the other monkeys takes it away from
him.
The other day Splrer gave him a prune,

tnd a.s fast as t'harlev was he had not
'wallowed it before one of thp other* had
lim by the throat and wan choking him In
in effort to pet the prune. Charley held
into It until he was blue In the fare, hut
ip finally let po of it. The other monkey
ite it. slapped ''barley's fare, and Charley
an up a tree and erled. He alwaya doe*
hat. He never fights hack. When he Is
!bused be pets out on a limb and cries and
-<owls until one of the keppers poes Into th?
ape, pives hltn something to eat and guard*
aim while he eats it. (»n these occasions .

^harley prlmooos and chatters and threatens
he other monkeys and makes a (treat show
if bravery and as soon as the keeper has
tone the others pile on him and pive him a
sound thrashing.
The most rereut ac<|ui*itlon to the Monkey

House is Dick a hip mandril baboon from
Africa and probably the most vicious one
n the place, with the possible exception of
no pis: taiiou n.-irxMin two raeos away from
tint. Dirk has tanlno t< < nth throo Incho's
one. ho wolsrh* aevoral hundrrd pounds and
to Is porecously oolorod with ro<l and hlno
-ideox ovor his noso and fai llo oust ft.th*'
md tho Zoo nuthorlti" s con drrod that fho\
.voro luckv to sot him for that amount, as
Inn sporfmrns of this mandril usually oost
nuoh moro. N'olthor ho nor tho pip tallod
aboon Is ovor trlflod with by tho koop*rs
Tho pie tallod nno has a oonstant fond on

vlth a monkoy in tho raeo with t'hsrlov
infl all day Ions thov snarl and snap and
hattor at oarh othor. Tlio koopors say that
ithor Dirk or tho pie tallod haboon would
riako mlnoomoat of tho most foroclous bullionthat ovor llvod
Hut the principal feature (n the monkey

louse continues to bo f ho bte white fa< ed
rlblwin, which walks like Charley Chaplin.
Di.ro nro only two of those animals In th.
'nit. .1 States, and this one has iioon at the
tronx 7.oo for several voars. Hut the crowds
hat swarm Into the monkey houao aplarontlvnovor cot tiro.I of wntchlnjc bin
valk like the famous film comedian. All da.
one there are croups about his care coax rut
ilm with peanuts and prunes to strut across
ho floor.
The last time Chaplin was In Now York

10 made a special trip to the Zoo to see
ho hie ciblmn, and after considerable coaxncwith prunes and nuts the animal Is.
to of the limb he was swinclnc from ae»
valked across the floor. The comedian wa«
nraptiired. and he kept the bin ape strutting
»nck and forth and tlimine corners until
he keeper ran out of prunes.
"That." said Chaplin "is the best Imitalonof me I ever saw "

Hut the white face.! aiblmns have beer.
valkltiK that way for several enturles. and
t mleht be that the walk which he and
'liaplin have in i"mm..n is the missing link.


